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THE DISCOVERY OF A NEW TEMPLE ON VHILJE. 

From Herr Ludwig Borchardt, royal engineer, who has been sent as the 
representative of the German government at the excavations now being 
carried forward on the island of Philae at the first cataract, the following 
card has been received : 

SCHRLLAL, 22, I, 1896. 

Lieber Breasted : Wir haben jetzt hier einen neuen Tempel gefunden, in 

dem der nubische Konig Ergamenes mit Ptolemseus IV. zusammen vorkommt Zu 

sehen ist von diesem Tempel so gut wie nichts, aber ich hoffe, wir werden ihn wieder 

aufbauen konnen. 

Ihr Borchardt. 

That is to say: "We have just found a new temple here, in which the 
Nubian King Ergamenes occurs, together with Ptolemy IV. There is prac- 
tically nothing to be seen of this temple, but we hope to be able to build it up 
again." 

In view of the approaching dam, which the English are to build across 
the Nile above the beautiful island of Philae, and which may result in the 
destruction of the lovely ruins there, excavations have this winter been under- 
taken, as one result of which the above temple has been discovered. Our 
frontispiece shows how much will be lost with even the partial demolition of 
the temple of Isis, which has made Philae famous since the days of Herod- 
otus. 

In a letter from Aaleeh, Mt. Lebanon, Syria, which appeared in the Inde- 
pendent for October 24, Dr. Henry H. Jessup, D.D., writes: "It is a new 
experience for us old residents in Syria to look out upon railway trains pass- 
ing in the distance, and see the French locomotives dragging their burdens 
up the cogged track over Lebanon toward the Bukaa and Damascus. The 
passenger train is ten hours in passing over the one hundred and twenty miles, 
scaling Lebanon at an elevation of five thousand feet above the sea. The 
road was opened August 4, and already the freight traffic is so great that 
three freight trains a day cannot meet the demand. As we arrived August 
12 from New York, we have not yet been over the road to Damascus ; but Dr. 
Crawford tells me that the ride from Damascus up the river Abana to the 
fountain of Fiji, and on to Zebedany, under the dense shade of poplars and 
by the roaring river, is most refreshing and delightful. The ride over the 
heights of Lebanon is no less so, with its bold scenery and magnificent views 
of the distant sea and the rocky mountain gorges." 
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